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To the boys:

My desr Chums; The bappiest per-
jod of buman life 1s youth; snd the
bappiest apecimen of youlh is & big,
be Ithy, amkward, watery-jointed,
rollicking, frollickiog boy with his

heart full of dreams, and his head
full of sctewes, and pockets full of
spples snd things, He is a boune-
ing lsugh aid a boundiog yell. He
{s the beloved bsndit of every mo-
tier's beart and the delighifol ont-
law of every old daddy’s Lome
What c«rea he for painted walls,
and garnished rooms, and velvet
rugs, aml pictured tapvstries, and
pastelles, anil water ¢olors, sod cray
one o frames of goilt and gold?
What cares be for frescoed halle and
polisbed fl .cra, and stairways of mn.J
hogooy? What cares he for all the
chandeliers that shine, so he bas Lhe
liberty to roap on the green carpets
of the meadows and bills, uvoder
heaven's flaming chandclier, and a
place to sleep in the lumber room,
among the cobwebs snd old, dusty
trunks, where his rest is a8 sweet as
tbough bLe were pillowed on the
couch of & king, with »i ken curtains
drawn sbout lim? What cares b®
for champagne and sberry, of he can
lie down and drink from the buh-
bling spring, or Lear the corks of
laughter pop, and listen to the wild
melodies of pature’s songs that spar.
kle in his soul? What cares he for
siconsomme,”’ 80 be can get plenty
of soup? What cares be for *'sir-
loin," 80 Le bas beef to esi? What
cares be for ¢ ruast praiiid chicken,”
#0 he pets chicken? What care. he
for ail the ¢'ala’s’ and -de la's" and
vapjases” of the up-to-date meou?
They sre *‘vanity sod vexalion of
spirit” to him 1n comparison with a
good old-fashioned, well-cooked, big
dish bome dinner, steaming hke an
engine, aod tempting his appe.ite
with the mingling aromas of boiled
cabbage, snd stewed turnips, and

mashed potatoes, and smoking bis-
cuits, and corn dodgers, dodging be
hind the golden battlements of (resh
country butter, with big white pis-
chers swealing on the outside of cold
buttermilk, and pumpkin pies laugh.
ing all over the table,

It I want to fiod & sure ¢nough
boy, 1 do no not sesrch for him in
the parlor, but m the paotry. Tdo
not expect to find bno in the draw-
ipg room, but in the dinning room,
He does pot Jurk in the library, bul
in the back yard with his game chick
ens, aud white rubbits snl Billy
goats, or in the flelds, shouting and
shooting in tbe glorious company of
s faithful dogs The resson is that
s poy loves his stomach better thap
poems and pictures; he loves rature
better than art The tru‘h i, be is
natare's cbild; snd whe child loves to
play close to the warm, throbbing
beart of his mother.

Nature furnishes him mad puddles
to wade in, and swimming holes to
swim in, snd siones to throw, and
birds to throw at, and hills to coast
on, sod streams to fish in, and suo-
shine 10 warm in, and sbade to cool
in, and fruits and berries of every
kind to eat and “Molly cottontails”
to hunt, and & thousand other joys
which blegs his life,

But soon the hour comes whep
pature must wean her boys, and lead
him out of her nureery into the
sweet gardens of fancy and the green
fields of poetry, which lie on the
frontier of cold facts—the border
land reality. To prepare him for
his fulore career, she first touches
his voeal chords mnd changes bhis
voice from the tone of the fife to the
mellifiluous of & bass vi3], and puls &
little bair on bis upper lip, and whis-
pers one word 15 his beart, which, in
the twinkhing of an eye, changes hig
destiny. That word is ‘‘love." What
s world of beauty it unfolded to him!
And bow sudden w bis trasmtion

from the mud puddle to to the bath
tab; from the *‘Molly cottontails,"
to the “Molly Curly-head;" from
frolics in the hay mow to meditations
smoag the butlercups and clover
bl@nonl; from yells to love songs;
from unstained lavghter to sickly
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